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Abstract: The Joy Luck Club is a novel which makes the Chinese-American woman writer, Amy Tan rise to fame. Its enormous 
success owes, to a large extent to the effect the main clue of emotional tension produces. The narrative strategy of “storytelling” the author 
employs also contributes a lot to the enchanting quality of the novel. But more importantly, Amy Tan uses “storytelling”, the oral form of 
literature as a medium for the mother-and-daughter communications in the novel, and as a way to explore the inner worlds of the characters 
and to help convey her purport. To both groups of characters, who either have to make a coherent sense of inner self out of the miserable past 
or feel the need to construct the identity due to the lack of history, storytelling is of great significance. This paper is to put the second 
category of the functions “storytelling” performs as the main focus. 
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